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Please do visit our website (address above) for a comprehensive range of information, including term 
dates,  our Prospectus (note fees will change from April 2019) and Parent Handbook.
A link to our Facebook page can be found at the bottom of our website.  The page is regularly updated
with news of what the children have been doing at nursery, improvements to our provision, forthcoming
events as well as information about places you may like to visit with your child/ren.

Reminder: term dates

Half  term: The  Children’s  House  will  be
closed  for  half  term  from  Monday  18th to
Friday 22nd  February  inclusive.  Please note
this week is not included in the government
funding  for  2  year  olds.   For  unfunded
children the Toddler Community will remain
open as usual.

Easter:  The Children's  House spring  term
will  end  on  Friday  12th April.  
The  whole  school  will  subsequently  be
closed for Easter from Friday 19th  to Monday
29th April  inclusive,  returning  to  class  on
Tuesday  30th April.   We  have  a  limited
number  of  places  for  unfunded children in
our  Toddler  Community  to  attend  on
Monday 29th April. 

Holiday care

Please contact the school office if your child
is in receipt of government funding and you

would like to book holiday care for either the
February half term or the week commencing
Monday 15th April (excluding Good Friday).

Fee increase from 1st April 2019

Notice of the forthcoming fee increase was
e-mailed  out  to  all  parents  on  25.01.19,
please contact Anna if you need a copy or a
quote for your child's fees.

Snow

In  the  event  of  snowfall,  or  a  forecast  of
significant snowfall  on a school day, please
check our Facebook page and/or your child's
Tapestry  account,  as  this  is  where  we  will
initially post a decision to remain closed.  We
will  message  the  primary  contact  for  your
child by text, though this will be a little later
in the morning.

Decisions  will  be  based  on  the  welfare  of
children, taking into account whether:

* children can get to and from nursery 
safely.

* the site is safe 
* there are enough staff to supervise the  

children.

If  the  weather  is  fine  in  the  morning,  but
scheduled to get worse later in the day, the
nursery  may decide to  close  for  the whole
day.

Tapestry

Please take advantage of the opportunity to
keep  in  contact  and  exchange  information
with us by regularly logging into your child’s
Tapestry account.  

If  you  have  any  difficulties  accessing  your
child's  account  please  contact  Anna  in  the
school office.
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Periods of absence

Please do get in touch with us if your child is
absent from their session for any reason.  
If you plan to be on holiday please ensure we
are notified at least one month in advance.
Note that if the required notice is given fees
may be reduced for the period of absence (a
retainer will still be due).

The  council  strongly  discourages  absence
from government funded hours and we are
obliged  to  record  the  reason  for  any
absence.

If your child is suffering from sickness and/or
diarrhoea  please  keep  them  away  from
nursery until 48 hours after the last episode.

30 hour deadline

If  you think you may be eligible to receive
the government funded extended childcare
offer  please  visit  the  HMRC  website:
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or call the
helpline on 0300 123 4097.  Eligibility must
be  confirmed  the  term  BEFORE  you
intend to take up the extended hours –
for next term the deadline is the end of
March.  Once you have been allocated a
code   by  the  HMRC  it  will  need  to  be
validated  through  the  school  office.
Please  contact  us  to  discuss  the
availability  of  your  desired  attendance
pattern at least 6 months in advance.

The Next Step – ready for school

To prepare our children for the transition to
a reception class  we have made links  with
many  of  the  schools  in  the  Derby  area.
Please  do  let  a  member  of  staff  in  the
Children's House know your 'first choice' of
primary school as we receive invitations to
visit  reception  classes  and  we  encourage
teaching staff to spend a little time with us

between now and the end  of  the summer
term.

Late collection

To minimise the disruption to our sessions it
is  important  that  children  are  collected
promptly at the end of their session.  Please
complete the late collection form if you are
picking  up late  –  it  may be appropriate  to
change  your  child's  attendance  pattern  to
ensure you are able to collect on-time.   The
nursery closes at 6pm.

RSPB big garden birdwatch

The  children  have  enjoyed  participating  in
the  big  garden  birdwatch  and  this  is  an
activity we plan to continue until half term.

We have been spotting birds in and around
the  setting  -  developing  our  mathematical
skills of counting and pairing.

Students

We said farewell to Miss Hughes last week
and wished her all the best in her continued
studies. 

The  Toddler  Community  expects  to  be
welcoming  a  new  Early  Childhood  Studies
student  from the University  of  Derby after
the February half term.

Your views on our nursery

At the end of the spring term 2019 we will
actively seek parents' views to drive forward
improvements  to  the  setting.   In  the
meantime please speak to a member of staff
if you have any feedback you would like to
share.
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